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VAIL SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 20
Advisory School Site Council

BYLAWS

Note: The Vail School District Governing Board has the legal authority (o govern the operutions of the
schools in the District. [tis the philosophy of the District that the District’s schools belong to, and are the
responsibility of, their respective communities. As such, the Governing Board has created school councils o
provide parents and community members of cach school site the opportunity to provide input into the
decision-making process.

It is also the philosophy of the District that school employees are valued. informed participants in the
opcration of the District’s schools, As such. they are given representation on each school council.

ARTICLIE T
Role of Council

The School Site Council serves in an advisory capacity to the principal at cach school site. The principal will
seek Tormal or informal advice from the Council on a varicty of issucs.

Formal action wiil require an official, recorded vote. Typically, cach action or vote will be preceded by
discussion and a formal recommendation from the principal. 1ssues requiring formal action of the Council
are as follows:

s annuad goals for the school

* student discipline rules and procedurcs
* student and parent handbooks

= Jocal education enrichment plans

*  student field wrips

* council mecting times and formats

= annual school budgct

*  sclect school photographer

The principal may also seck informal, or formal, advice from the Council on other issucs. These issues may
include. but not be limited to, the following:

*  sclection and scheduling of school activitics
®=  curriculum

* sclection of cmploycees

* recognition of students and cmployees

* communication with parcnts and the community
s school calendar

*  master schedules

= Jocal in-services for stati

= special programs and activitics

*  fundraising activitics

®  parent satisfaction survey



The principal is not bound by any action of the Council.

I an administrative vacaney oceurs at the school, the superintendent will seek input from Council members
on the filling of that vacancy.

Council members may be called upon to serve as members of district-level advisory committees.
ARTICLETI
Mcmbers

Scction | - Size and Composition

The School Site Council for elementary and middle schools shall be composed of seven members consisting
of two (2) full-time tcachers employed at the school and selected by teachers at the school. one (1) classified
school staff member selected by classified employees at the school, two (2) parents of students carolled in the
school and two (2) community members who reside within the attendance boundaries of the school who are
sclecied by parents and community members served by the school.  The School Site Council for high
schools shall be composed of seven members consisting of two (2) {ull-time teachers employed at the school
and sclected by teachers at the school, one (1) classilied school staft member selected by classificd
employees at the school, two (2) parents of students earolled in the school and one (1) community member
who reside within the attendance boundaries of the school who are selected by parents and community
members served by the school and one (1) student selected by students registered lo attend the school. The
principal of the school shall serve as an ex-official member of the council.

Council members filling a parent seat must have a (a) student in attendance at that school (b) be at least 18
years of age, and (¢) not be employed by the District in the school of proposcd membership. Community
members of the council (a) must reside in the attendance area of the school representing and (b) must not be
an employce of the school district. Council members (illing a parent or community member seat must not be
(a) & member of the District's governing board: (b) an immediate family member of a governing board
member and (¢} no more than one member of an immediate family may serve on a site council.

Section 2 - Term of Office

All members of the council shall serve for two-year terms. However, in order to achieve staggered
membership, one-hall, or the nearest approximation thereof, of the members representing parents or
community members and one-half, or the nearest approximation thercof, of the members representing
teachers and other school personnel (except the principal) shall serve for a one-year term only during the first
year of the council’s existence. After the first year of the council’s existence, all terms shall be two years in
length. At the first regular meeting ol the council, a chance method shall he used o determine which
members shall serve one-year terms.

Scction 3 Elections

Parents and community members will be elected on an annual basis at a public meeting. Notice of the
meetiing will be posted and provided 1o parents of all students served by the school. The meeting will be held
in conjunction with a widely attended school event. Nominations will be accepted from the floor. The
principal and onc member of the council will count the baliots.



Members representing teachers, classified staff and students will be clected on an annuai basis. Nominations
will be solicited from cach group and paper ballots will be distributed o cach respective group. The
principal and one member of the council will count the ballots.

Sclection will be based on the most votes gathered by qualificd candidates. Run-ofTs or a second ballot will
only be utilized in the case of a tic. The Vail Governing Board will serve as the final authority on any
clection disputes.
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cction 4 - Volin
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Each member shall be entitled to cast a vole on each matter submiticd o the council. Abscntee ballots shall
not be permitted. The principal shall not have voting rights.

Section 3 - Termination of Membership

A member shall no longer hold membership should he or she cease to be a resident of the arca or no longer
mcets the membership requirements under which he or she was sclected; e.g., a parent becomes employed by
the District. Membership shall automatically terminate for any member who has an unexcuscd absence for
two consceutive meetings. The council, with an affirmative vote of two-thirds of all of the members, can
suspend or expel a member. Notification of action of suspend or expel a member shall be submitted o the
governing board.

Section 6 - Transicr of Membership

Membership in the School Site Council is not transferable or assignable.

Section 7 - Resignation

Any member may resign by filing a writien notice with the local school district governing board.

Section 8 - Vacancy

Any vacancy on the council shall be filled for the remainder of the school year by appointment by the
governing board. [ the unexpired term is for another full year thercalter, the term for that year shall be filled
by the regular selection process.

Scclion 9 - Responsibilities

Council members will abide by the *Advisory School Council Code of Ethics.” Council members will attend
annual training and participate in a Council self-evaluation process.

ARTICLE
Olficers

Section | - Olficers

The officers of the School Site Council shall be a chairperson and a clerk.



Sccuon 2 - Election and Term ol Qflice

The School Site Council shall elect its officers on an annual basis.  The chairperson shall be selected from
the parent or community members of the council.

Section 3 - Removal From Office

Any officer may be removed by a two-thirds vote of all members sitting on the School Site Council
whenever, in the judgment of the council, the best interests of the council would be served thereby.

Scction 4 - Vacancy

A vacancy in any office because ol death, resignation, removal, disqualification, or otherwise, shall, by
special clection, be filled by the School Site Council for the unexpired portion of the term.

el

cC

'I'J\

- Chairperson

ction

The chairperson shall preside at all meetings of the School Site Council and may sign all letters, reports, and
other communications of the School Site Council. In addition, the chairperson shall perform all duties
incident 1o the office of chairperson and such other dutics as may be prescribed by the School Site Council
from time to time. The chairperson shall with the principal develop the agenda for council meetings.

Scction 6 - Clerk

The dutics of the clerk shall be to represent the chairperson in assigned duties and 1o substitute for the
chairperson during his or her absence, and the clerk shall perform such other duties as from time to ume may
be assigned by the chairperson or by the School Site Council.

ARTICLE IV
Mecetings of the School Site Council

Section | - Regular Mectings

The School Site Council shall meet regularly every month during the school year.

Scction 2 - Speciad Mceetings

Special meetings may be called by the chairperson or the principal.

Scction 3 - Place of Mecetings

The School Site Council shall hold its regular monthly mecetings and its special meetings in a facility readily
accessible by all members of the public.

Section 4 - Notice of Meetings

Public notice shall be given of regulir mectings at least 24 hours in advance of the meetings. Any change in
the established date, time. or location must be given special notice. All special meetings shall be publicized.



Any required notice shall be in writing: shall state the day, hour. and location of the meetings: and shall be
delivered cither personally or by mail to cach member not less than twenty-four hours or more than two
weeks prior to the date of such meetings.

All decisions of the School Site Council shall be made only after an affirmative vote of a majority of its
members in attendance, provided a quorum is in atendance.

Section 6 - Quorum

The presence of 51 pereent of the total membership shall be required in order 1o constitute a quorum
necessary for the transaction of the business of the School Site Council.
Section 7 - Conduct of Mcclings

All regular and special mecetings of the School Site Council shall be conducted in accordance with Robert's
Rules of Order or in accordance with an appropriate adaptation therecof.

Scction § - Mceetings Open 10 the Public

All regubar and special mecetings of the School Site Council shall be open at all times to the public.



